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Dr. Vandana Shiva Speaks Out
For Mother Nature
When we think of wars in our times, our minds turn
to Iraq and Afghanistan. But the bigger war is the war
against the planet. This war has its roots in an economy
that fails to respect ecological and ethical limits - limits
to inequality, limits to injustice, limits to greed and
DR VANDANA SHIVA IS AN INDIAN
economic concentration. A handful of corporations PHYSICIST, ENVIRONMENTALIST AND
RECIPIENT OF THE 2010 SYDNEY
and of powerful countries seeks to control the earth’s
PEACE PRIZE.
resources and transform the planet into a supermarket
in which everything is for sale. They want to sell our water, genes, cells, organs, knowledge,
cultures and future.
The continuing wars in Afghanistan, Iraq and onwards are not only about “blood for oil”. As
they unfold, we will see that they are about blood for food, blood for genes and biodiversity
and blood for water. The war mentality underlying military-industrial agriculture is evident
from the names of Monsanto’s herbicides - ‘’Round-Up’’, ‘’Machete’’, ‘’Lasso’’. American
Home Products, which has merged with Monsanto, gives its herbicides similarly aggressive
names, including ‘’Pentagon’’ and ‘’Squadron’’.This is the language of war. Sustainability is
based on peace with the earth.
The war against the earth begins in the mind. Violent thoughts shape violent actions. Violent
categories construct violent tools. And nowhere is this more vivid than in the metaphors
and methods on which industrial, agricultural and food production is based. Factories that
produced poisons and explosives to kill people during wars were transformed into factories
producing agri-chemicals after the wars.
The year 1984 woke me up to the fact that something was terribly wrong with the way food
was produced. With the violence in Punjab and the disaster in Bhopal, agriculture looked
like war. That is when I wrote The Violence of the Green Revolution and why I started
Navdanya as a movement for an agriculture free of poisons and toxics. Pesticides, which
started as war chemicals, have failed to control pests. Genetic engineering was supposed to
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provide an alternative to toxic chemicals. Instead, it has led
to increased use of pesticides and herbicides and unleashed
a war against farmers. The high-cost feeds and high-cost
chemicals are trapping farmers in debt - and the debt trap is
pushing farmers to suicide. According to official data, more
than 200,000 Indian farmers have committed suicide in
India since 1997.
Making peace with the earth was always an ethical and
ecological imperative. It has now become a survival
imperative for our species.
Violence to the soil, to biodiversity, to water, to atmosphere,
to farms and farmers produces a warlike food system that
is unable to feed people. One billion people are hungry.
Two billion suffer food-related diseases - obesity, diabetes,
hypertension and cancers.
There are three levels of violence involved in non-sustainable
development. The first is the violence against the earth,
which is expressed as the ecological crisis. The second is
the violence against people, which is expressed as poverty,
destitution and displacement. The third is the violence of
war and conflict, as the powerful reach for the resources that
lie in other communities and countries for their limitless
appetites.
When every aspect of life is commercialised, living becomes
more costly, and people are poor, even if they earn more than
a dollar a day. On the other hand, people can be affluent in
material terms, even without the money economy, if they
have access to land, their soils are fertile, their rivers flow
clean, their cultures are rich and carry traditions of producing
beautiful homes and clothing and delicious food, and there
is social cohesion, solidarity and spirit of community.
The elevation of the domain of the market, and money as
man-made capital, to the position of the highest organising
principle for societies and the only measure of our well-being
has led to the undermining of the processes that maintain
and sustain life in nature and society.
The richer we get, the poorer we become ecologically and
culturally. The growth of affluence, measured in money,
is leading to a growth in poverty at the material, cultural,
ecological and spiritual levels. The real currency of life is
life itself and this view raises questions: how do we look at
ourselves in this world? What are humans for? And are we
merely a money-making and resource-guzzling machine? Or
do we have a higher purpose, a higher end?
I believe that ‘’earth democracy’’ enables us to envision and
create living democracies based on the intrinsic worth of all
species, all peoples, all cultures - a just and equal sharing
of this earth’s vital resources, and sharing the decisions
about the use of the earth’s resources. Earth democracy
protects the ecological processes that maintain life and the
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fundamental human rights that are the basis of the right to
life, including the right to water, food, health, education,
jobs and livelihoods.
We have to make a choice. Will we obey the market laws
of corporate greed or Gaia’s laws for maintenance of the
earth’s ecosystems and the diversity of its beings? People’s
need for food and water can be met only if nature’s capacity
to provide food and water is protected. Dead soils and dead
rivers cannot give food and water.
Defending the rights of Mother Earth is therefore the most
important human rights and social justice struggle. It is the
broadest peace movement of our times.
Dr Vandana Shiva is an Indian physicist, environmentalist and
recipient of the 2010 Sydney Peace Prize. This article is an edited
version of her speech at the Sydney Opera House.

The above was originally printed by:
http://www.foodmatters.tv/_webapp_425963/Dr_
Vandana_Shiva_Speaks_Out_For_Mother_Nature

Court Grants State’s Motion to
Dismiss Scrapie Case
Appeal Noted
By Christine Solem

On October 13, 2010, Albemarle Circuit Court Judge, Cheryl
Higgins, granted the State’s Motion to Dismiss Wayne Russell’s
challenge to the recently adopted Virginia Scrapie Regulations
for goats and sheep on the grounds that the suit was not filed
in a timely fashion,
Attorney for the Russell, Norman Lamson, has determined
that there were numerous errors in the Judge’s decision and
a Notice of Appeal to the Virginia Court of Appeals has been
filed. The ruling from the Court of Appeals will probably take
about a year.
These regulations are particularly burdensome as they require
farmers to register their farms with the State to obtain a premise
identification number and identify their animals, Farmers are
also required to keep records (which are subject to inspection
by representatives of VDACS) for 5 years every time they buy,
sell, barter, lease, trade, loan, exhibit, or otherwise move from
one management to another, any sexually intact goat or sheep,
unless that animal goes directly to slaughter, Any violation of
these regulation is a first class misdemeanor, punishable by a
year in jail and/or a $2,500 fine.
The requirements of these regulations are tantamount to the
requirements for NAIS, which the federal government has
ostensibly abandoned. It is very important that every effort
must be utilized to void these regulations.

VICFA Notes
Come to Our
January Meeting

The January Meeting will be held at Beaverdam
Baptist Church. Come to the meeting on January 9,
2011. Please note that our regular meeting hours are
now in effect. We will share in a potluck lunch at
12:00 noon, followed by our general business meeting
from 1:00 - 3:00 pm. VICFA membership meetings
are open to the public. Please bring a dish and a big
helping of enthusiasm to share. Broaden our reach invite a friend or neighbor to join you.

Sunday, January 9, 2011
at Beaverdam Baptist Church

19110 Beaver Dam Road
Beaverdam, Va 23015
Phone: (804) 449-0055

FROM THE CHARLOTTESVILLE AREA:
Take I-64 East to the Louisa exit. Take a left off of the
exit and follow the road until you reach the first stop
light, in Louisa. Turn Right onto Route 33. At the
next light, Turn Right at Walgreens onto Route 33.
Follow to Beaver Dam Road. Turn Left onto Beaver
Dam Road (it is just before the Montpelier Library).
Follow Beaver Dam Road until you see Beaverdam
Baptist church on right. (It’s a big church in the
middle of nowhere!)
FROM THE RICHMOND AREA:
Take Route 33 to Montpelier. Turn onto Beaver
Dam Road. Follow until you see Beaverdam Baptist
Church.

FOR RENT

House with
Fully-Equiped Pasture
Poultry Operation
$800 per month

Pearce Garner: (804) 366-3383

Advertise in VICFA Voice!
Classified Ad rate per month, prepaid:
$5 first 25 words, $ 0.20 per word thereafter.
Display Ad rate per month, prepaid:
Page size
1 month
Full page
$100		
(size - 8”x10.5”)
1/2 page
$50
(sizes - 8”x5.25” or 4”x10.5”)

6 months
$95		

12mo.
$90

$47.50		

$45

1/4 page
$25		
(size - 4”x5.25”)
1/8 page
$12.50		
(size - 4”x2.5”)

$23.75		

$22.50

$11.88		

$11.25

FARMERS MARKET REPORT

WELCOME NEW BOARD MEMBER

Remember: VICFA proudly sponsors the Farmers
Market Report each week on V93 (92.9 FM radio,
broadcasting from Farmville, VA)

VICFA proudly welcomes Emily Turtlewoman as
our newest board member.
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Share this newsletter with a friend - encourage others to join VICFA!
Annual membership is $25.00.
Please make check payable to VICFA and send to PO Box 6838, Charlottesville, VA 22906.
M E M BE R SH IP FO R M (please print clearly)
* Required fields
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Producers, please list the products that you sell:
*Do you want to be listed in the Membership Directory?
 Yes  No
Note. Your directory listing will contain all of the above information unless you indicate otherwise below.
How did you hear about VICFA?
Comments:

